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I’ve been thinking…about Fall.  Only in America is this season of the year, autumn, 
named “Fall.”  Perhaps New England where the Pilgrims first landed is responsible, the 
eastern part of our land with its great stands of maples turning to impossible shades of 
gold and red and orange, blazing for a brief time and then—falling.  Fall, then, when 
trees release their cloudy burden of color to become a carpet above empty arms lifted 
to heaven.  Fall—a time of letting go.

No one really likes letting go of things, especially things we have enjoyed.  That’s the 
reason I still have boxes of books I read once and will never read again, but can’t seem 
to give or throw away.  That’s the reason things with memories attached—of former 
times and people and events remain with us forever, even when the things themselves 
really only add to the general clutter.  Yet we keep them, hold on to them, because they 
remind us of something we treasure or treasured once.

It’s Fall.  It’s also stewardship season, and the beginning of the holiday season.  (I know, 
it seems to start in July, but it REALLY starts now, with Fall.)  It is a time when we will 
all be faced with adding yet more complexity to our lives and schedules.  More 
meetings, more parties and get-togethers, more shopping and preparations.  So it 
seems to me that it is also a good time to let some things go.  We need to make more 
room for all the newness coming our way, right?  The stewardship committee prepared 
and handed out blessing boxes this past Sunday.  These little boxes, far, far too small to 
hold even a tithe of our blessings, is your first holiday gift.  It is a gift because it is an 
opportunity to really count your blessings.  First, remember, every time you buy some 
non-essential thing for yourself—a movie, dinner out, anything you don’t need but 
want, put five to ten percent of its cost in the blessing box.  Each and every time.  
Faithfully.  By Christmas (remember, it’s on Sunday this year), you may be surprised at 
how much is in that little box.  When you bring your blessing box to church, to lay at 
the feet of the eternal child in need, you will discover something wonderful.  What you 
put in the box represents all the little extras in your life, but they are not the real 
blessings.  Feeling delight in giving something extra, over and above your usual giving, 
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knowing that you are loved and this gift is an outpouring of that love, that is the 
blessing.  

The blessing box is one gift of the spirit for the season.  Another might be letting go of 
some of the non-essential that consume us.  Some churches sign pledges about how 
they will spend their time during the season, with a promise to pray every day, to focus 
on spending time and affection on those we love instead of money, cut back on some of 
the busyness that consumes us, and most especially, to focus our hearts on God’s great 
gift to us—Jesus whom we name Christ.  Please spend a few minutes thinking about 
what matters most to you in this life, what things you still and truly treasure, what gifts 
bless your life.  Perhaps if we all do that, we will have the courage to let some of the 
nonessentials that tend to clutter up our hearts and minds—well, Fall.

Shalom,
Judi th

moderator’s comment corner
On your feet now - applaud God!
    Bring a gift of laughter,
    sing yourselves into his presence.

Know this: God is God, and God, God.
    He made us; we didn’t make him.
    We’re his people, his well-tended sheep.

Enter with the password:  “Thank you!”
    Make yourselves at home, talking praise.
    Thank him.  Worship him.

For God is sheer beauty,
    all-generous in love,
    loyal always and ever.      

Psalm 100 from “The Message” version of the Bible.

What a great first line, “On your feet now - applaud God!”  Try that someday.  It will 
make you feel great, giving God a standing ovation.  If we can put God first in our lives, 
it will all come together.

We have many challenges ahead of us, but I know that as faithful people, we will meet 
these challenges.  Working together, talking together, laughing together, and yes, 
standing together and giving God the applause, we can achieve much.

peace
cc
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coin alert for UNICEF
Have you ever gone trick-or-treating for UNICEF, or had kids ask you for some 
change to assist UNICEF?  Trick-or-treating for UNICEF (the United Nations Children’s 
Fund) is a popular way to lift up the organization, which works to help children around 
the world.  For many years, FCC supported UNICEF with our produce table during the 
month of October; this year, our support comes in the form of a coin alert during 
worship on November 6th.  That means you should come to church that day prepared 
to give a handful of coins to our Just Kidders when they collect this special offering.

Thanksgiving Dinner
We will be having our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday, November 20th in the 
Fellowship Hall.  

Traditional turkey, dressing, and potatoes will be the offering of the day, however, we 
will be having other items for those who do not eat turkey. We will have a signup sheet 
for those who are coming and would like to help by bringing rolls and butter, a dessert, 
or your favorite Thanksgiving side dish, such as sweet potatoes or green bean 
casserole.  If you are interested in decorating a table for the dinner, there will be a place 
to sign up for that also.  

outreach cries out!
Behold, I bring you great news!  The Global Holiday Faire will soon be here - Saturday, 
December 3rd, 9 to 3.  

If you haven’t . . .
• already put the date and time on your calendar, please do so.
• gone through your closets looking for gifts you’ve been given but never used 

for our regiftable table, please do so.
• gotten rid of that “unique” item you don’t need anymore or have no place to 

display, please donate it to the unique boutique table.
• baked those favorite holiday cookies or brownies, please do bake them for our 

baked goods table.
• had your picture taken with Santa in years, please consider doing so this year, 

with proceeds going to the Christian Help Center.
• started knitting, crocheting, woodworking, making ornaments, or any other 

art or craft, please start now so that we will have plenty to offer on our 
arts and crafts table.

• come up with any ideas for Christmas gifts for family and friends, please plan 
to shop at the Global Holiday Faire for all your holiday needs.  We will 
have a wonderful variety of gift items - all prices - and alternative gifts for 
purchase for the family members who really aren’t in need of anything, 
or for those who are truly hard to buy for.

Please also plan to help us by volunteering to be on hand part of the day to staff the 
tables.  For more information, talk to Helen or Vince.
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within the church family
Peace Fest!
I want to take this opportunity once again to thank everyone involved with our 
October Peace Fest for making the event happen; it was a great service we provided to 
the community.  We would have loved to have had a bigger turnout from the public, 
but it’s ok that we didn’t - it just shows us how much work we have left to do!  

If you weren’t able to come to the Peace Fest, you can view pictures of the event on our 
web site - go to www.vallejochristian.com/peacephotos.html to get a feel for what the 
day was all about.  The article in the Vallejo Times-Herald the day following the festival 
was one of the best our church has ever received for any event, and if you missed 
seeing it I can email a copy to you.

More and more people are hearing the name First Christian Church and they are 
identifying that name with a group of caring people who not only preach the gospel 
message but also live it.  What will our next endeavor be?  Send us your ideas!

news & notes
Did you know that October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month?  That’s what we 
learned, so at our October peace prayer service we supported SafeQuest Solano - the 
Fairfield organization that provides services to victims and survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual assault - with an offering of $42.  The prayer service itself was great, 
and unlike any we’ve ever done before.  That’s because we had three artists there to 
talk about how they work for peace through their artwork, which they also exhibited 
for our Peace Fest.  They are Thomas J. Dragovan and Hedi B. Desuyo from Benicia, 
and Jean King, Vallejo artist and FCC member, and our great thanks goes to them for 
sharing their time and talent with us, not once but twice!  The next peace prayer service 
will be at 7 p.m. on November 7th - we hope you’ll join us for another unique 
experience.

We were glad to hear that Leland Somers is ok after the recent spat of hurricanes; of all 
the storms that have hit Florida over the past eighteen months or so, the Tampa Bay 
area has been missed by all of them.

Sylvan Rogers and Milton Thomas spent three weeks in Europe recently and had a 
terrific trip.  They came back with a lifetime’s worth of memories, plus some 
suggestions for anyone thinking about traveling to Europe - so make sure to talk with 
them before you book your own adventure!  Sylvan managed to make it through the 
trip despite his knee injury incurred several months ago.  After the trip, Sylvan had 
surgery to repair the torn meniscus in his knee and is hoping to be recovered enough 
to get back to going dancing again soon.

Other trips and travels: Ron spent time back home in North Dakota helping his mother 
move into a more manageable living space . . . Ted and Glenda have been to more 
states recently than we can keep track of!  . . . Allison and Jeanne competed in a bowling 
tournament in Reno, with Jon along as a cheerleader . . . Andrea and James went to Las 
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Vegas with friends . . . Janice traveled to Fullerton to see her dad . . . Who did we miss?

We have one t-shirt left from our shirt sale - it is an extra large, it is royal blue and it will 
cost you just under $13 to take home.

David Mezzera was recently installed as the president of the California State Association 
of Parliamentarians - congratulations!

Carl Cordes was quoted in the Times-Herald while attending Loma Vista Farm’s fall 
harvest festival with granddaughter Lindsay.  Coordinating the festival was Barbara 
Velasco, whose mother Jeanne Linson was a longtime member of FCC, and whose 
daughter Teresa was active in the church youth group.  By the way, Friends of Loma 
Vista Farm will once again be present at the Global Holiday Faire, and they tell us that 
they are really looking forward to it.

  mark your calendars

November
• 5 - Miracle Day!
• 7 - Peace Prayer Service. 7 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.
• 8 - Admin Council. Time TBA in the 
parlor.
• 14 - Evangelism Meeting. 4 p.m. at 
Viona’s.
• 15 - Program Council. 7 p.m. in the 
parlor.
• 20 - Thanksgiving Dinner.  After 
worship.

December
• 3 - Global Holiday Faire. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• 5 - Peace Prayer Service. 7 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.
• 11 - Congregational Meeting. After 
worship.
• 13 - Admin Council. Time TBA in the 
parlor.
• 18 - Church Christmas Party!

Finished with the Visitor?  Don’t forget to recycle!

Happy Thanksgiving!
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